2025 Ministry Bio

Rev. Michelle D. Williams, MTS, CDE®, is a Social Entrepreneur, Coach, Author, and former Vice President of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for Firefly Children and Family Alliance. Currently, she serves as the CEO of Shalom Consulting and Executive Director of the GLB Institute for Health Equity and Social Justice. Rev. Williams is a sought-after speaker & seeker of the Imago Dei within all created things. For over 20 years, Michelle has worked with people during some of the most formative and stressful seasons of life. Beginning as a social worker with at-risk populations, serving as a pastor walking through life’s transitions, working as an advisor/mentor to undergraduate college students (Anderson University), navigating tumultuous racial/cultural conflicts, and most recently as a dean at a graduate seminary (Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary). She is a Certified Diversity Executive (Institute for Diversity Certification) and an Inclusive Behaviors facilitator.

As a daughter of the church, Michelle was ordained at 23 and has served in numerous capacities, including youth pastor, associate pastor, executive pastor, women’s ministry director, & on two pastoral leadership teams. Her ministry passions include teaching and empowering believers to passionately pursue God's purpose for their lives, leadership training and development, and encouraging people to develop an authentic love for God and their neighbor. 

In 2019, after a personal health scare, Rev. Williams became keenly aware of the self-inflicted and society-approved pressure to perform at all costs. Therefore, she strives to model and assist others to prioritize self-care. She is particularly interested in those who work in service industries (teachers, clergy, non-profit leaders, social workers, counselors, crisis responders, etc). Helping these individuals transition through change and providing safe spaces to grieve, reflect, and recharge is the mission of Shalom Consulting.

Michelle is a prolific communicator and speaks at conferences, retreats, meetings, and workshops on diversity, leadership, soul care, women’s empowerment, and spiritual well-being. Whether it is within a church setting or the hallowed halls of academia, shepherding people, programs, and policies requires wisdom and grace. These two attributes are the cornerstone of Michelle’s ministry approach. Along with oral communication, Michelle has a passion for writing and has published several articles and two fiction novels, and is the co-author of “Diversity Playbook: Recommendations and Guidelines for Christian Organizations”. She encourages people to follow her journey at www.inpursuitofshalom.com.   


